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Newsletter 
12th November 2018 

 
Charities Week 
 
The week before half term was Charities Week. Thanks to the widespread support inspired by a very 
energetic Sixth Form it broke the record for the highest amount raised during out annual Charities 
Week. At total of £3544.38 will be divided between the three charities chosen by the students (Saint 
Richard’s Hospice, Papyrus and Help for Refugees.) The Sixth Form ran events in the theatre each 
lunchtime (with technical support from Kobie Morris in Year 10), every tutor group had a stall at 
break and lunchtime and there was an annual football match in memory of former Maths teacher 
Graham Trevor. The photographs below give you a flavour of the week.  
 
Teachers in the Stocks (Mr Jones, Mr Corbett, Mr Collingbourne, Mrs Geoghegan and Miss 
Simpson) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Gunking of Mr Brook 

          The Great Teachers’ Bake Off 
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I’m a Teacher – get me Out of Here (Mr Gray, Mr Millicheap, Mr Ward, Mrs Limburn) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Graham Trevor Memorial Trophy 
The annual match between teams representing the staff and the students was 2-2 at full time. The 
staff won the penalty shootout, making the final score 4-3. Player of the match was Joe Heywood. 

 
 

 
 

India Expedition 2018 

Over the October half term, thirteen Year 12 students and three teachers visited our Indian partner 

school (Ramjas RK Puram School) in New Delhi.   Together with a group of students from the Ramjas 

School we travelled to northern India where we completed a challenging 6 day trek at altitude in the 

Himalaya mountains.  From the village of Ghuttu (1500m above sea level) we climbed 12km up to 

Camp One at Gaudmanda, a beautiful tropical forest camp in the foothills.  As we continued up the 

mountain the following day temperatures dropped below freezing and snow began to fall as we 

reached Camp Two at Duphang, an exposed camp at the edge of the tree line at about 3200m.  Day 3 

was an acclimatisation day at altitude with the team climbing a nearby peak at 3800m and enjoying 

stunning 360o views. Day 4 was warmer. It saw us move up to Camp Three at Pawali Bugyal at 3750m 

where we had the use of a hut for the night; this was hugely appreciated with the outside 

temperature dropping to -5oC and a 4am start the following morning. The summit day started cold 
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and dark with the Milky Way galaxy stretched out across the sky.  We began our final ascent as the 

sun started to rise over the mountains to the east and wound our way steadily to our 4200m summit 

at Tali.  The view of the Kedanarth mountain range stretched out as far as the eye could see, both 

east and west, with majestic 6000m+ mountains covered in snow and ice. It was a once in a lifetime 

experience.  The day didn’t end there as we then had a 20km hike down to Camp One before 

spending the evening relaxing around our final campfire. 

On our return to Delhi the Droitwich students were kindly hosted by students and their families from 

the Ramjas school.  This cultural exchange was a huge part of the experience for everyone involved; 

visits to festival celebrations, markets and even a bowling alley took place alongside organised 

trips.  We saw the sights of Delhi, visiting the Lotus temple, the Mahatma Gandhi museum and the 

madness of Chandni Chowk market in Old Delhi by rickshaw.  The following day we travelled to the 

city of Agra to see the Agra Red Fort and pay a bucket list visit to the Taj Mahal, a real wonder of the 

world.  Our final morning in Delhi was spent in school followed by shopping at Janpath market in the 

afternoon. A leaving party was then hosted in our honour at the school.  This was a riot of colour and 

lights as the build-up to Diwali, the festival of lights, was well under way.  There were speeches from 

governors, teaching staff and 

parents, lots of dancing (superb 

performances by Ramjas 

students as well as an Indian 

disco) and more lovely Indian 

dishes to try at dinner.  Needless 

to say, there were a few tears by 

the time everyone headed home 

to finish packing.   

 

The experiences shared and the 

friendships developed between 

DSHS and Ramjas students - and 

staff - are the real highlight of 

the trip and make all of the time 

that goes into maintaining this 

international partnership 

worthwhile.  We are looking 

forward to welcoming the 

Ramjas students and staff to 

Droitwich at some point in the 

next year or so as part of the 

ongoing friendship between our 

schools. 
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Khalid Monzur and Ben Vertigen produced excellent half term homework for A level Physics 

Netball News 
 
On Thursday 25th October, St. John’s Middle School visited to play against our Yr8 team. A slow start 
by Droitwich saw the opposition dominate play, leading with a score of 5-0 after the first quarter. 
However, the Droitwich players soon developed momentum and fought back to see a score of 9-7 at 
half time. The play appeared more even in the final half, although we were unable to gain more 
goals, finally conceding the game with a final score of 12-7. Well done to Uzile Mbatha, Sophie Peart, 
Holly Hulston, Hattie Cowlard, Millie Shepherd, Olivia Nicholas, Grace Osborne, Rhianna Dunn, 
Maddie Reed and Alex Harrison (Year 8). 
  
On Monday 5th November, the Year 9 and 10 netballers travelled across town to Dodderhill School. It 
was clear from the start that the Year 10’s talent and teamwork far exceeded their opposition. They 
won the first quarter 12-0, and led 17-4 at half time. Therefore, at half time the Year 10’s played 
against Dodderhill’s Year 9 team, which proved to be a more challenging game, with Droitwich 
winning 8-6. The Year 9 team played well against Dodderhill’s Year 10 team, with a close score of 5-3 
to Dodderhill. Well done to Amber Smith, Katie Johnson, Tilly Hunt, Maisie Langdell, Daisy Taylor 
and Amiee Baverstock (Year 9), Alice Shepherd, Maddie Rollit, Lorna Beecroft, Izzie Oxborough, 
Felicity Jones, Tilda Paxton, Grace Wardley and Ella Elvins (Year 10). 
 
Year 10 
 
Charis Hughes has done some excellent work in History. Mr Drew was particularly impressed with her 

summary of the Nazi period and her source work related to the Munich putsch. 

Mrs Davie-Smith commends Kobie Morris for his invaluable contributions in drama, helping his fellow 

students with the lighting and sound. 

Mrs Thompson congratulates the following students for their excellent performance in recent Physics 

tests, reflecting sustained hard work Charli Head, Felicity Jones, Fin Whitehouse, Kristaps 

Leisaunieks, Sam Albutt, Roman Filkin and Kobi Hall.  

 

Mrs Stace’s Gepgraphy students have worked hard at modelling 

Atmospheric Circulation system with a balloon.  
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Year 9 

Year 9 Boys Football Team 

The Year 9 boys football team started the defence of their cup with a rematch of last year’s final! The 

whole team entered the game in great spirit and this showed with a fantastic team performance to 

brush aside Bewdley 7-0. All played well, but particular credit to Reece King for a well taken hat-trick 

of goals, Jake Lewitzkyi for a man of the match performance in midfield and Will Jackson in defence. 

The next round is against Nunnery Wood at home. 

After a very successful half term, some of Mrs 

Lycett’s 9 Music Performance class performed in 

Year 9 and Year 8 assemblies. Tilly Hunt and 

Lauren Leslie played a piano duet of Skyfall and 

there was a band performance of Pumped Up 

Kicks (Foster The People) from Malachai 

Mandisodoza on drums, Harvey Ash on guitar, 

Sammy Davies on keyboard and Maisie Langdell 

on keyboard and vocals. All students performed 

with confidence and really showcased their 

skills.  

 

Well done to Liam Blackmore & Rachel Cheah who performed very well in their recent Physics 

assessment. 

PE set 9L2 spent the first half term of the year acquiring and developing skills in table tennis. In the 

penultimate week, students were split into groups for a round robin competition. In the final lesson, 

the top placed performers from the group stage entered a knockout cup tournament, and the 

remaining performers entered the knockout plate tournament. The atmosphere during the final 

lesson was very competitive, yet still positive and supportive. Students who reached the final four of 

the cup were: Katie Phillips (winner), Jasmine Kilmartin (runner up), Emily Allen and Lucy Stringer. 

Students who reached the final four of the plate were: Kira Shekells King (winner), Macey Perrins 

(runner up), Jazz Murray and Lily Smith. 

Year 8 

8RA have made excellent progress in regard to their spelling. Molly-Anne Webb and Jake Semmens 

have been especially impressive as neither student has spelled a word incorrectly in any spelling 

quizzes this year. Their competition has created a wonderful atmosphere in our Friday lessons. 

In Music 8RMuPurp + 8LMuBlue have produced some excellent work for their final Blues 
assessments. They have tackled some challenging music with resilience; particular mention goes to 
Grace Osbourne, Holly Hudson, Willow Brookes, Grace Farrell, Harry Caffery and Harry Brookes for 
their high quality improvisations  
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In Geography Rhianna Dunn produced an excellent leaflet promoting Venice as a tourist destination 
and creating an original sustainable building for Dubai. 
 
Y8 have shown their creativity in making a models of their sustainable building design for the 

Impossible Places unit. Stevie Andrews is congratulated for making a lollypop stick house as her 

design for a sustainable building. 

Remembrance Day Competition 

The Remembrance Day Competition generated a wonderful selection of student work. In the end, the 

winners were 8ADM and  Evelyn Gill (11KAS). 

8ADM made 168 acrylic poppies with steel and copper stems, each engraved with a name from the 

Droitwich War Memorial. Mr Millicheap said, “My tutor group really enjoyed the activity and it really 

brought home to them the sacrifices that others had made as they planted each poppy into the 

base.” 

Evelyn Gill performed her beautiful rendition of Regina Spektor’s ‘The Call’ for those soldiers that 

didn’t make it home. 

Every student who contributed to the competition should be proud of their effort. Attached pictures: 

8DAM and the other is of Evelyn Gill, Josh Duncan, Rachel Cheah and Lottie Plant. 
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PiXL Maths App- Engagement Leader board 

Congratulations to the following students, who have been logging on and using the PiXL Maths App. 

They are the top 10 students from each year group who have been engaging with the activities 

available on the App.  

Year 8 

Summer Shipway, Emma Jones, Holly Jackson, Grace Marshall, Madeleine Reed, Emily Shephard, 

Maha James, Ambar Pitcher, Rhianna Dunnand Sophie Peart 

 

Year 9 

Josselyn Schubert, Katie Allerton, Kitty Williams, Tia Davies, Eve Skillern, Katie Phillips, Jessica 
Welsh, Izabella Milligan, Owen Perkins and Poppy Powell 
 
Year 10 

Elysia Convey, Charli Head, Madison Prentice, Kanon Misawa, Tyler Byatt, Chardonnay Cooper, 
Joshua Plaskett, Chloe Doody, Megan Skillern and Jacob Wilesmith 
 
Year 11 

Vanette Mendoza, Kimran Sohal, Evie Preece, Jack Connaire, Jessica Davies, Zerri Lines, Harry 
Griffiths, Heather Kirby, Ella Eacock and Adi Panicker 
 

Star Crossed Lovers Come to the High School 

Shakespeare’s most famous lovers will be on stage at 

Droitwich Spa High School on Monday 26th and Tuesday 27th 

November at 7pm when students from across all year groups 

perform an especially adapted version of Romeo and Juliet. 

More than sixty students from Years 8-13 are involved in the 

production, as actors, in a choir, a ukulele group, a string group 

and a rock band!  Mr Aitchison sees using live music as very 

much in keeping with the original Elizabethan productions of 

Shakespeare, although audiences four hundred years ago 

would not have expected to see ukuleles. 

The students have been rehearsing twice a week since 

September and are excited to be getting on stage in front of a 

live audience.  Tickets are available at £5 each through the 

Parentpay website, from 

events@droitwichspahigh.worcs.sch.uk or by calling  01905 

775170 and leaving a message. 

The script to make it more accessible to our younger actors and we have chosen to set the play in the 

modern era so as to highlight and explore the central theme of the play, which is the devastation 

caused when society divides itself into factions. 

mailto:events@droitwichspahigh.worcs.sch.uk

